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A Celebration of the Word for Holy Saturday Evening 
 

Prayer Service at Home Without Mass 
 

In the evening, gather together to celebrate the start of the Easter Season, normally celebrated at the great 
Easter Vigil.  A simple prayer space can be created with white/gold tablecloths, candles, crucifix, and/or 
plants and flowers.  If Holy Water is available, place in a small bowl.  If the hymn is unfamiliar, you may 
find it on the internet (example: YouTube), shorten it, or simply conclude the prayer time.  A leader should 
divide up the roles and adjust the service as necessary to make sure everyone is able to participate. (Light 
candles and turn off other lights; use another light for reading if necessary.) 
 
Introduction 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
(All make the Sign of the Cross together.) 

All:   Amen. 
Leader: Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace. 

Blessed be God forever. 
All:  Blessed be God forever. 

 

Leader:  Having walked with Jesus by remembering his Passion and Death, 
tonight we begin the celebration of his Resurrection from the dead 
with the Church around the world this Easter.  While we cannot be 
with our parish family tonight, we remember that we are united to 
them in prayer as we celebrate with Easter joy until we can be with 
them again.  Let us first remember how God has always been with 
us, from the creation of the world and through all time. 

 
Scripture Readings 
Reading I         Genesis 1:1, 26-31 
 

Reader: A reading from the Book of Genesis 
 

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, 
God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.  
Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals 
and all the creatures that crawl on the ground." 
God created man in his image; 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 
God blessed them, saying: 



"Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. 
Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, 
and all the living things that move on the earth." 
God also said: 
"See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth 
and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food; 
and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air, 
and all the living creatures that crawl on the ground, 
I give all the green plants for food." 
And so it happened. 
God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(pause for silent prayer) 
 

Reading II          Exodus 14:15—15:1 
 

Reader: A reading from the Book of Exodus 
 

The LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? 
Tell the Israelites to go forward. 
And you, lift up your staff and, with hand outstretched over the 
sea, split the sea in two, 
that the Israelites may pass through it on dry land. 
But I will make the Egyptians so obstinate 
that they will go in after them. 
Then I will receive glory through Pharaoh and all his army, 
his chariots and charioteers. 
The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I receive glory through Pharaoh 
and his chariots and charioteers." 
The angel of God, who had been leading Israel's camp, 
now moved and went around behind them. 
The column of cloud also, leaving the front, 
took up its place behind them, 
so that it came between the camp of the Egyptians 
and that of Israel. 
But the cloud now became dark, and thus the night passed 
without the rival camps coming any closer together all night long. 



Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 
and the LORD swept the sea 
with a strong east wind throughout the night 
and so turned it into dry land. 
When the water was thus divided, 
the Israelites marched into the midst of the sea on dry land, 
with the water like a wall to their right and to their left. 
The Egyptians followed in pursuit; 
all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and charioteers went after them 
right into the midst of the sea. 
In the night watch just before dawn 
the LORD cast through the column of the fiery cloud 
upon the Egyptian force a glance that threw it into a panic; 
and he so clogged their chariot wheels 
that they could hardly drive. 
With that the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel, 
because the LORD was fighting for them against the Egyptians. 
Then the LORD told Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, 
that the water may flow back upon the Egyptians, 
upon their chariots and their charioteers." 
So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 
and at dawn the sea flowed back to its normal depth. 
The Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea, 
when the LORD hurled them into its midst. 
As the water flowed back, 
it covered the chariots and the charioteers of Pharaoh's whole army 
which had followed the Israelites into the sea. 
Not a single one of them escaped. 
But the Israelites had marched on dry land 
through the midst of the sea, 
with the water like a wall to their right and to their left. 
Thus the LORD saved Israel on that day 
from the power of the Egyptians. 
When Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the seashore 
and beheld the great power that the LORD 
had shown against the Egyptians, 
they feared the LORD and believed in him and in his servant 
Moses. 
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: 
I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant; 



horse and chariot he has cast into the sea. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(pause for silent prayer) 
 

Gospel Acclamation (Alleluia) 
(A cantor sings a familiar version of the Alleluia.  Turn on lights in the space.) 
Cantor:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
All:   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Cantor:  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures 
forever.  Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” 

 

All:   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Gospel Reading               Matthew 28:1-10 

 

Reader:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. 
And behold, there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 
approached, rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. 
His appearance was like lightning and his clothing was white as 
snow. 
The guards were shaken with fear of him and became like dead 
men. 
Then the angel said to the women in reply, 
“Do not be afraid! 
I know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. 
He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said. 
Come and see the place where he lay. 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 
‘He has been raised from the dead, 
and he is going before you to Galilee;  there you will see him.’ 
Behold, I have told you.” 
Then they went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, 
and ran to announce this to his disciples. 
And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them. 



They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. 
Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee, 
and there they will see me.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
All:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises 
Leader: When we were baptized, we were joined to the same death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We will now renew our baptismal 
promises.  If so, say “I do” to each promise: 

 

Leader:  Do you renounce Satan? 
All:   I do. 
 

Leader: And all his works? 
All:   I do. 
 

Leader:  And all his empty promises? 
All:  I do. 
 

Leader: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth? 

All:  I do. 
 

Leader:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again 
from the dead and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 

All:   I do. 
 

Leader: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and life everlasting? 

All:   I do. 
 

Leader:  May the Lord bless and give us strength to live these baptismal 
promises, now and always. 

All:   Amen. 
(If Holy Water is present: the Leader signs himself/herself with Holy Water with the Sign 
of the Cross and invites others to do the same.) 

Intercessions 



Leader:  As we celebrate the victory of Christ Jesus over death, let us 
remember all those who are in need with our prayers.  Please 
respond:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader:  For the Church and her leaders, that all may follow in the example 
of Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life.  Let us pray 
to the Lord. R:/  

 

For the whole world, that peace may always be present with an end 
to wars and violence.  Let us pray to the Lord. R:/ 
 

For all who are sick, may they experience the joy of the Easter 
season and be strengthened by Christ during their illness.  Let us 
pray to the Lord. R:/ 
 

That our family and friends, especially those who cannot be with 
us, may experience a blessed Easter and be with us soon.  Let us 
pray to the Lord. R:/ 
 

For all who have died [insert names of family and friends who have 
died, or simply pause], that they too may experience the joy of the 
Resurrection and be united with Christ in heaven.  Let us pray to 
the Lord. R:/ 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Leader:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

All:   Our Father,  
Who art in Heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy Kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

 
 
 
 
Conclusion (Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours) 



Leader:  Let us pray. 
 

All-powerful and ever-living God, 
your only Son went down among the dead 
and rose again in glory. 
In your goodness 
raise up your faithful people, 
buried with him in baptism, 
to be one with him 
in the eternal life of heaven, 
where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

All:   Amen. 
Leader:  May the Lord bless, protect us from all evil, and bring us to 

everlasting life. 
All:   Amen. 

(All make the Sign of the Cross together.) 
 

Hymn    Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia! 
unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

Sing we to our God above Alleluia! 
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
praise him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
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